GENERAL RULESFOR THE TRIAL OF CASES
BEFORE JUDGE STEPHEN P. FRIOT

COUNSEL: PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

PRIORTO TRIAL:

1.

Exhibits: Pleaseprepare anindex of exhibitsthat you expect to offer, using the attached form. Provide
three copies for the Court and a copy for opposing counsel. (Thereisno requirement that you offer
your exhibitsin sequence.)

Court time may not be used for marking exhibits. This must be done in advance of the court sesson.
Exhibits shal be marked in numerical sequence. Duplicate exhibits will not be admitted.

Exhibits are to be marked numericaly, including the case number, and are to be placed in three-ring
binders separated by tabs. Two copiesof the exhibit notebook will be provided to the Court onthe first
day of trid.

Witnesses: Please provide the Court with three copies of your witness list. One copy will be given
to the court reporter to avoid asking the spelling of the withesses' names.

Depositions: If you are going to use deposition testimony, you should advise opposing counsel of your
proposed offer by page and line reference to enable the preparation of objections and the offer of
additiond portions. Written objections and evidentiary grounds must be filed with the Court & the
pretrid conference. Y ou are also required to provide a person (co-counsdl or someone else) to read
the answers.

Audio-Visual Equipment: If you intend to use any specid equipment, such as videotapes, movies,
dides or tape recorders, you arerequested to make the appropriate arrangements prior to the date of
the trial and to advise the courtroom deputy.

Please be on time for each court sesson. Trid engagementstake precedence over any other business.
If you have matters in other courtrooms, arrange in advance for the handling of such matters by youor
have an associate handle them for you.

Please sland when you address the Court or make objections. (Counsd with physical disabilities are
excused from this requirement.)

Stand arespectful distance from the jury at dl times. Statementsand argumentsto thejury will be made
from the lectern.

Inyour opening statement to the jury, do not argue the case and do not discuss law. Confine yourself
to aconcise summary of the factsto follow. Do not describein detall what individud witnesseswill say.
Unlessthe case is unusudly complex, each party will be limited to 20 minutes.

Please sland when you question witnesses. (Counsel with physica disabilities are excused from this
requirement.)

Except for children, address witnesses by their surnames, for example, Mr. A, Sergeant B or Doctor
C.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Do not greet or introduce yourself to adverse witnesses. Commence your cross-examination without
preliminaries.

When you object in the presence of the jury, make your objectionshort and to the point. Do not argue
the objectionin the presence of the jury and do not argue with the ruling of the Court inthe presence of
the jury. Do not make motions in the presence of the jury. Such matters may be raised at the firgt
recess without waiving any rights by such delayed motion.

Never assart your persona opinionas to the credibility of awitness, the culpability of acivil litigant, or
the guilt or innocence of an accused, nor as counsdl assert persona knowledge of a fact in issue, nor
assart afact not in evidence.

When another counsdl has the floor, do not distract the Court or jury by audibly conversng with your
dient or co-counsdl, ogtentatioudy passing notes, rummaging through papers, or other conspicuous
conduct.

Do not react to a statement by another counsdl or awitness being examined by another counsel by the
gesture or facid expression sgnifying agreement, disagreement, approva or disgpprova. Adviseyour
dientsthey are subject to this same limitation.

Do not bring food or beverage into the courtroom. Water is provided there.

Do not leave the courtroom while trid isin progress without obtaining leave of Court.

It isthe obligation of counsd to have their witnesses available to prevent any delay in the presentation
of testimony or running out of witnesses before 5:00 p.m. on any tria day. If counsd has a problemin
this regard, it should be promptly brought to the Court’ s attention.

Where more than one attorney represents a party, only the attorney handling the particular witness may
respond to an objection or raise an objection in regard to the testimony.

While the Court permits exhibits to be passed to the jury, this procedure should be used sparingly and
reserved for truly Sgnificant exhibits. If possible, when you wish to publish an exhibit to the jury, have
acopy for each juror.

Always show demondrative exhibits or enlargements of admitted exhibits to opposing counsel before
they are used or published to the jury.

If you have reason to anticipate that any question of law or evidence is particularly difficult, give the
Court as much advance notice as possible.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Stephen P. Friot
United States Didtrict Judge



